Finding Medicare Coverage Policies and Articles

Medicare coverage policies/articles are updated periodically; and new proposed policies/articles are posted for
public comment periodically. There is no set schedule for when these documents are posted.

Go to the website: www.cms.gov

In the upper right Search window, type “MCD search”. Click on the magnifying glass.
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Search by keyword and State
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In the “Start your search” area, type a keyword and select your State. Click on the magnifying glass.
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You can narrow the search by clicking on “All Document Types” and selecting certain document types.
Recommend selecting NCDs, Billing and Coding Articles, and All LCDs. Click “Apply”.
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A list of all the relevant documents will be displayed. The sample search returned a total of 30 documents.
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To narrow the list further, you can click on “More”, select “CPT/HCPCS”, select “Enter a CPT/HCPS Procedure
Code:”, and type in the CPT code relevant to the documents you want. Click “Apply”.
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Search by Reports

Rather than searching for a specific type of service, you can search for a list of all documents of a certain type in
your State. Wound centers should periodically look for any proposed LCD. The recommended interval is
quarterly, so you have a chance to comment on the proposed LCD within the comment period.

From the main MCD Search page, Select “Reports”.
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Select your State and Medicare Contractor. Click “Submit”.
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Older Retired Policies

Medicare moves older retired policies and articles to an archive. It is possible to search the MCD Archive.

From the main MCD Search page, select “Archive” at the upper right of the page.
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An alphabetical list of all relevant archived documents for your state will be displayed. You can narrow the list by
clicking on “All Document Types” and selecting only certain document types.
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